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The Honourable Mr. Juſtice P o w EL. 
The Worſhipful Joun Mircnzr. Ei 


- - - High-Sheriff of the County of Surrey. 


The Gentlemen of the Grand-Jury of the 
7 ſaid County. 


George Vernon 


Thomas L ant 2 8 7 Philip Dacres > 
William Draper _ | Edmund Reading 
- Thomas Heath © Samuel Wincop 1 | 
George Atwood | | ohn Trier IH A 
Jon Late | | un J | 

. Jaenry Dye '} lam Vicks 
Thomas Gratwick pEſquires. 22 Steavens > 


Milli Perkins, 4 mas Normondy | 
Urban Hall | | Robert Smith | 
Samuel Kentiſh _ Charles Rig 
Joſeph Mandel! lien Bee 
Samuel Raſb «| Richard Allinſen 
"William Gardiner | I 


Williew Gene |  _ * | Toſpb Gibdane” 


The Hon** Heneage Finch Eſq; d 4 
Sir Frantis Viniene Bar-. F the Shire. | 


And to che reſt of the Gentlemen of Surrey, 
| who appear'd at the Aſſizes at King ſton. 


HERE are as many Examples of the 

[T My  priicipal Doctrine advanc'd in the 
Flowing Diſcourſe, as there are Per- 
ERS /0ns, to whom it is Inſcrib'd, Your So- 
lems Attendance on the Publick Worſhip of Gov 
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in the Church, before You enter d * the Admi- 
m—_— of Ju ice in the Court; I he Religious 

ravity, with which the Charge was ruen from 
the Bench, and the Conſcientious Faitbfulneſs, 
with which it was. executed by the Jury; T he 
Mutual Offices of Courteſy, Friendſbip, Affection, 
and Eſteem, which paſſed between the Sheriff} and 
the Gentlemen who appear d at the Aſſizes in 

reat Numbers, to do Him Honour, and their 

ountry Service; The Candour with which this 
Sermon was heard, and the Cruilities which were 
paid to the Preacher of it, not out of any Perſonal 


Regards to One, who was in great Meaſure a 


Stranger, but in Honour of his Sacred Fun- 
ftion ; are ſo many Proofs of the Influences of 
Religion, and of Your acknowledging Yourſelves 
zo be under higher Obligations, than the Laws of 
the Land. 15 
It was a great Recommendation of this Sermon 
to the Gentlemen of Surrey, that it was preach d 
at the Defire of their Sheriff ; and it may hope for 
the more fawvorrable Reception from the World 
that it is publiſh'd at the Unanimous Requeſt of ſo 
many Honourable Perſons. Tam © 


Your moſt Humble, and 
" Moſt Obedient Servant, 


George Smalridge. 
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5 T he Law is not made for d Righteous Muß A 
but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient; for Uns 


: o and for Sinners, for Unholy and Pros 
| | aq af 6 
TEC HE Deſign of St. Paul Tel this 
| [ES 3 Place, is to remove thoſe Falſe 
= TRAIL Notions which fome had enter- 
tain'd of the Law, and in theit 
room to eſtabliſh the Right. Fot 
eien, that Some affected to be 
| S the Law, who were perfect Strangers _ 
to it, underſtanding nei ber what they ſaid, not vet. 1% 
| whereof they affirm'd. And, as thoſe generally ü 
are the Warmeſt Aſſertors of a Caufe, who ars Ml 
| leaſt acquainted with the Merits of it, ſo theſe 
|. Bigots for the Law made out in Zeal, what they 
wanted in Knowledge: They talk d much, and 
: difputed eagerly for the Honour of the Law, ' 
but knew nothing all the while of the Nature 
and Deſign of it. To ſtop the Mouths of fuch 
E. Ignorant Gain-ſayers, and to ſilence their bain 
F. ging, our Apoſtle vouchſafes to inſtruct a- 
new theſe pretended Teachers: He points out to 
them their fundamental Miſtake, and gives them 
4 true State of the Nature: and Inter of the 
La: He grants, chat the Law had its due Uſes 
but complains, that they much Abuſed it; We | 
8 B Fut 
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Enow the Law ir good, if a Man uſe it lawfully. 
e it was very proper for the 
Euds for which it was at firſt Inſtituted, but 


; e that they applied it to Ends for which it 


as never deſigned, and which therefore could 
never be attained by it. They took the Law for 
ati Adequate Rule of Action, which, if they ob- 
ſerv'd, they hop'd to be adjudg'd Righteons ; 
whereas it was Only intended as a Guard againſt 
Exorbitant Crimes, - and arm'd with Penalties 
to be inflicted upon Notorious Tranſgreſſors. 

IT is true, that Righteouſneſs, in the very No- 
tion of it, includes relation to a Law, as con- 
ſiſting in a ſtrict obſervance of it; ſo that where 
there is no Law, there can no more be Righte- 
ouſneſs, than there can be Tranſgreſſion. The 
Law, therefore, in the Text, muſt be taken in a 


reſtrain'd Senſe, and not interpreted of that 


Law of God which is given to Mankind as a 
Perpetual and Inviolable Rule of Action, which 


we Uſually call the Moral Law, but of that Pe- 


culiar Scheme of Laws, which was directed by 
Moſes to the Fes, and which exacted ſome 
Special Duties, and prohibited ſome Particular 
Crimes, by the Sanction of Temporal Rewards 
and Puniſhments. The Moral Law was made 
for the Righteous, and was the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of Rightcouſneſs ; but this National Law 
was made not ſo much to direct Good Men in 
their Duty, as to puniſh the Wicked for their 


3 Tranſgreſſions. The Righteous had a Law writ- 


ten in their Hearts, and by this Law they Wil- 
lingly, and without Conſtraint, order'd all their 
Actions; ſo that there was no need of any Other 


Law to bind them: But All Men were not of 
cs aaa * 
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2 
60 ingenuous and Governable a "Tem rang, 48 't 
hearken to the Inward and Gentle Bictates of 
right Reaſon ; Some were of a Servile and Wy 
Spirit, not to be kept in due Bounds without 
more ſtrict Hand and ſevere Diſcipline ; an 
therefore, there was need of Coercive Laws <4 
reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of ſuch as theſe. ' In 
this Senſe, I think, St. Paul is to be underſtood, 
when he ſaith, That 
The Law is not made for a Righteous Me. 
A but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for Un- 
5 godly *and for Sinners, for Unholy and 20 
ane 
WHAT is here ſaid of the Law of Moſes, tl 
National Law of the Jews (againſt whoſe Pr 
-judices St. Paul was in this Place concern'd to 
argue) I ſhall beg Leave to apply to National 
Laws in General; fince what is aſſerted of the 
Moſaic Body of Laws, which had Gop Himſdf 
for their Author, is not only Equally, but much 
More true of all Humane Laws. I hall there- 
fore take the Occaſion, which ems fairly given 
me from the Words of the Text, to ſhew, 
| Firſt, That Humane Laws are not made for 
the Righteous. 
 Stcondly, That they are made for the Lawleſs 
1 Diſobedient. | 
- © Watexl1 affirm, that Humane Laws are not 
4 994 for the 2 hreous, I would not be thought 
'to e Righteous or Godly are Ex- * - 
Univer 1 the Obedience due to Humane 
Laws, or chat Humane Laws, when made by 
Good Authority, and no wa s repugnant to the 
Laws of God, are not a Rule to which the 
Righteous Oueti to conform their Actions. 
B 2 They 
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2z ney are A far from Wong looſe from theſe 
= ies,. that None are more ſtrongly bound, than 
They, as being taught to obey, »gt Only for Wrath, 
= but alſo for Conſcience 0 ke. The Righteous they, 
as well as Wicked, are within the direction of 
Humane Laws; they would not be Righteous, 
© Unleſs they obey'd them; but they are not there- 
pere Righteous, Becauſe they obey them, The 
Laws of Men make up Part of that Rule, the 
obſervance of which js neceſſary to denominate 
Men Righreous; but they are not the Adequate 
Rule and Intire Meaſure of Righteouſneſs. Hu- 
= _ mane Laws may ſerve to dire& good Men i in 
1 6 755 Branches of their Duty; but Men woul 
e wanting in the Main Parts of their Duty, un- 


3 "I 


o- 


1 "leſs govern'd by an higher Principle, than Hu- 
= - mane Laws. My Delign, therefore, is not to 
Y 2 1098 any Incapacity in Humane Laws to ob- 
f lige the Righteous, upon ſuppoſal of a Superior 
Law, 'but to ev the Inſufficiency of Humane 
Laws to make Men Righteous, when conſider d 
in themſelves, 305 withour regard to an Higher 

W. 

- Ri6nrtzoviness conſiſts in a ſtrict obſcr- 
vance of All thoſe Duties, to which We are in 
Any reſpects oblig'd ; in doing All thoſe things 
which We can by 75 means diſcover ourſelyes 
bound to do; in abſtaining from All thoſe 
Actions, Which 17 can any way learn to be diſ- 
agreeable.to. Beings endy'd wit 4725 Eacultle, 
which, We find in gurſelves, an conlider'd 
thoſe Circumſtances and Relations, in which We 
ate 8 d. That Our Actions, 71 5 55 may 
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Li Has by which ary are Sac Ons muſt . 


tire and Perfect; and Sufficient Motives muſt be 
offer d, why We ſhould ſteadily comply with 
that Rule: The Laws, by which We are dire- 


Red, muſt take in the whole Compaſs of Our 1 


ury, and they muſt alſo have Authority ſuffi- 
cient to oblige Us to the Performance of it. 
For if the Rule be Imperfect, Our Duty, which 
xiſes no higher, will be Defective too; and be 
the Rule in itſelf never ſo Exact, it can have no 
Influence on Our Actions, till We are'convinc'd, 
that We are hound to govern qurſelves by it. 
Now Humane Laws are Inſufficient to make 
Men Righteous 9 both theſe Accounts. 
- Firſt, Becauſe they do not point out All thoſe 
Actions, which We muſt perform, if We would 
be eſteem' d Righteous, 2 
Secondly, Becauſe, tho they did direct Us in 
our Whole Duty, they would not have Autho- . 
rity ſufficient to Qblige Us to the performance 


9.3 
Firſt, Humane Laws do not point out All 

thoſe Actions, which We muſt perform, if We 

would be eſteem'd Righteous. 

- RicnTE OVSNESS, as hath been ſaid, takes 

in the Whole Extent of our Duty, ariſing from 
any Relations We ſtand in to Go p, to Our- 
ſelves, or to Qur Neighbours. Our Duty to 

Gov, which is the Foundation of the reſt, We 
are not to learn from Humane Laws (which 
would prove very Ill Guides to Us in this Mat- 
ter) but from His Own Will, as diſcoverable by 


- 55 right Uſe of our Reafon, or Manifeſted to 


s by Expreſs Revelation. What Service of 
Durs will be acceptable to Go p, what He will 
. be, pleas'd to reward, We can know only from 


Gonp 
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3 2 
Gov Himſelf, or from thoſe, to whom Go 
hath made known His good Pleaſure; which 
Communication We have no Reaſon to think 
the Singular Prerogative of thoſe, who amongſt 
Men have the Sovereign Power of making Laws. 
Humane Laws may Enforce thoſe Duties which 
Natural or Reveal'd Religion teaches, but are no 
Farther fitted to direct Us in Knowing them, 
than as they are themſelves directed by a better 
Rule: They may pretend to Declare and to In- 
terpret the Law of Gos, but by ſuch Declara- 


tions, We learn only what the Makers of theſe 


Laws Think to be Gop's Will; or, perhaps, 
barely, what they would have Us think, not 
what We Ought to think, and what the Will of 
Go p undoubtedly Is: For after ſuch Interpre- 
tations, there is ſtill room for a reaſonable Man 
to ſuſpend his Opinion, and to enquire farther ; 
and, according to the Iſſue of his Enquiry, to 
Judge and Determine. Now, a Rule that wants 
"thus to be tried, cannot itſelf be a Standard: 
When it hath been cxamin'd by that which is 
own'd for ſuch, it may ſerve for Uſe; but then, 

- what js Meaſur d by it is Exact, not becauſe fit- 
ted to that Rule, but becauſe it will bear an 

- higher Teſt. The Laws of Men May be, and 
in many Caſes Are, as different, as their Lan- 
guages; fo chat were We to learn Our Obliga- 
tions to Gop from them, Mens Duties would 
change wich the Climate, and the Meaſures of 
Religious and Moral Actions would be as Varia- 
dle as thoſe, which in different Countries ſerve 
for Civil Uſes. In ſhort, it is in Vain to expect 
from Humatie Laws, a faithful Direction in tlie 
e e eee E511 eee 


mmm PO Ar SO uy 
Duties of Religion, whilſt Men are Fallible, and 
Gov wa ot | n An dogg 
Nox muſt We hope for better Help from 
them, in diſcerning _ We Ow to Ourſelves: 
To know this, tis abſolutely neceſſary that We 
firſt Know Ourſelves aright; That We take a 
View of the Excellencies and Defects of our 
Nature, as alſo of our Own Perſonal Abilities 
or Infirmities; That We conſider in What Rank 
We ſtand to Beings Above or Below Us; and 
what that Station is, which We are to Maintain 
and Adorn: That We be thoroughly acquainted 
with Our Tempers and Inclinations, and tha 

We know the Strength and Bent of our P 
ſions. Now : ſuch Knowledge as this, however 
neceſlary for the right Government of ourſelves, 
is not to be had from our Books of Law. We 
are not taught there, what We Ow to Ourſelves, 
but to the. Public: Laws may provide againſt 
doing Injury to Others ; but a Man may be as 
miſchieyous to Himſelf as he pleaſes, without 

any Breach of the Law. 1 

Ir becomes the Wiſdom of Humane Laws, 
to take due Care, that Our Unruly Paſſions of 
Anger, Envy, and Malice, do not break out to 
the Prejudice of our Neighbour ; but theſe Laws 
make no Proviſion againſt the Tumult rais'd in 
our Own Breaſts ; the Ferment Within is not al- 
lay'd by any Reſtraint from Without, but proves 
er the more Violent for want of Vent. 
Some of the Groſſer Acts of Uncleanneſs, and 
Exceſſes of Intemperance, may fall within the 
Reach of Humane Laws, becauſe they tend to 
| Confuſion and Diſorder, to Invaſion of eſta- 
bliſh'd Rights, Breach of Public Peace, ang the 
| Ruine 
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Rhine of Society: But a polluted Imagination 
hath till its free Scope; and He who is quiet 
and peaceable in his Intemperance, may fin on 
, rt 
So again, Sumptuary Laws are with good 
Effect made againſt Exceſs in Apparel; but ne- 
ver any of theſe extended fo far, as to correct 
the Pride of the Heart, or to puniſh it, though 
expreſs d by the Overt⸗Acts of an haughty Coun- 
tenance, a ſcornful Geſture, and an arrogant 
Tongue. Nay, the Laws are ſo far from tend- 
ing to ſubdue Pride, that unleſs guarded againſt, 
they are apt in Some Diſtances to Promote it; 
for ſhould All Perſoris put as great a Value up- 
on themſelves as the Laws 5. they might be 
led to think of themſekves more highly, than they 
Ought to think. It is neceſſary to the Preſerva- 
tion of Order, and for Maintaining the Reverence 
due to Authority, that thoſe, who are in a more 
Eminent Degree inveſted with it, ſhould be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from Others by Titles of Honour, 
Splendor of Habit, Solemnity of Attendance, 
and Other Uſual Ceremonies of Pomp. and 
Grandeur: But ſhould Magiſtrates, who for 
Weighty and Important Reaſons ate honour'd 
with theſe Peculiar Privileges, take Occaſion 
from hence to form in their Minds extravagant 
Notions of their Own Real Worth and Excel- 
lency; ſhould they, inſtead of making uſe of 
theſe Prudential Eſtabliſhments for the Eaſe and 
Benefit of Mankind, be prompted to Deſpiſe 
and Look down upon Others, as Creatures of 
a2 Lower Rank, and much beneath their Level 
and Regard, they would exceed the due Bounds 
- o&Humility ; and would juſtly merit that "__ 
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Satisfactory Proof doth not always amount to 4 


Legal Conviction. | dT 
© Tux Rx afe few Cauſes ſo Deſpetate, az not 
to be able to purchaſe an Advocate; few of ſo 
ill a Complexion, but by Colours handſomly 
laid on, their Deformity may in a good Meaſure 
be diſguis' d. Where a flat Denial tan take no 
Place, there may be room left for a well con- 
triv'd Apology: Faults that cannot be clearly 
Wiped off, may be much Extenuated; where 
the Fact is Own'd, the Quality of it may ſtill 
admit of a Debate: Inadvertency, Ignorahce of 
the Law, Honeſty of Intention, may be pleaded 


= <a 
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in Bar of too rigid a Sentence; a Witneſs that 


bears too hard upon a Criminal, who can nei- 
ther be frighted into Silence, nor hir d to down=- 
right Perjury, may yet be preyail'd on to Palliate 
or Diſſemble the Truth; or if His Honeſty be 
too ſtanch for this, yer ſtill He is capable of be- 
ing Managed: A dextrous Enquiry may fetch 
out Such an Anſwer, as better ſerves the Exa- 
miner's Purpoſe, than a true One would do: 
And the ſame Plainneſs and Simplicity of Man- 
ners, which places a well-meaning Man above 
Corruption, may lay Him the more open to 
have His Teſtimony thus practis'd upon. IE 
none of theſe Artifices can ſcreen the Criminal 
from Juſtice, yet Partiality and Favour, or a 
miſtaken Notion of Compaſſion may acquit 
Him: Or if He be a Sinner of Quality and In- 
tereſt, 1 755 the Crimes of Such an One ate of 
the Worſt Conſequence,” bęcauſe of the Scamda 

of che Example; yet Licence to Offend, witk 

Exemption from Puniſhment, is a Privilege not 
taſhly to be invaded, oO 
227765 D. Now; 


Now, had We no other Argument of the. 
Weakneſs of Humane Laws, this One Conſide- 
ration would enough prove their Inſufficiency, 
that Thoſe, whoſe Temptations to Offend are 
Greateſt, and whoſe Vices ſpread Fartheſt, are 
under the leaſt Reſtraint and Awe from the Laws 
of Men. For Puniſhmcnts amongſt Men are 
generally applied rather to Perſons, than Things; 
and that the Loweſt Sort of Men are moſt 4 
Sufferers, is not perhaps more owing to the ex- 
ceeding Greanel of their Villanies, than to 
the Meanneſs of the Villains. 

Arr thefe, and many more Subterfuges (more 
than it is fit honeſt Men ſhould be acquainted 
with), have crafty Sinners to eſcape the Rigour 
of the Law: And, although theſe ſhould be 
thought Wild and Imaginary Suppoſitions of 
Things that never yet happen'd ; though We 
were taught by conſtant Experience, that our 
Courts of Judicature were perfect Strangers to 
all Artifice in Pleadings, Falſhood in Teſtimo- 
nies, Partiality in Verdicts, Iniquity in Senten- 
ces; yet this would only ſhcew what a powerful 
Influence Religion had, not what Security We 
might expect from Our Laws, if the Fear of 
GOD were quite extinguiſh'd in the Hearts of 
Men. The Principles of Religion are pre- ſup- 
pos d in the Proceſſes of Our Courts; and to 
the Influence of theſe We muſt aſcribe the Regu- 
lar Adminiſtration of Juſtice, where- ever it is } 
found : The Fcars of another World, and the 
Reverence paid to Oaths, which is built upon 
thoſe Fears, are the Only Things that can be 
to Us Vexacity in Witneſſes, Impartiality in Ju- 
rors, Integrity in Judges. If theſe Fears were 
FEST. | once 


— ˙ 7 rae 
once remoy'd, the Puniſhments of this World, 
though. they could got poſſibly be eſcap'd, 

would loſe much of their Terror: Death 
itſelt, which is the Utmoſt that Men can 


inflict, would be lefs dreadful than it is, and 


often would be fled to as a Refuge, if there 


were no lurking Suſpicions of a udgment to 
follow : Senſe of Guilt, and Remôrſe of Con- 


ſcience, are the moſt bitter Ingredients of all 
Puniſhments: The King of Death is Sin; where 
there is no Conſciouſneſs of This, the Innocent 
Perſon meets Death with Chearfulneſs; and 
where the Senſe of this is worn out by an ha- 
bitual Courſe of Sirning, the Obſtinate Male- 
factor goes off the Stage with an unconcern'd 
Stupidity. Now if the Terrors of Another 
World are neceſſary to embitter the Putiiſh- 
ments of This ; if the Penalties of Humane 
Laws are not fo Grievous, but that Men will 
Venture upon them, though Certain to ſuffer ; 


or if there be probable Hopes of Fiaping the 


Puniſhment, when they do Offend; if the 
Sanctions annex'd to them will nor enforce their 
Obſervance, and they have no Other Authority 
in themſelves whereby to Oblige ; if not only 
their Authority be Precarious, but their Di- 
rection Imperfect; if they do not extend to All 
Duties, nor reach to All Men, nothing needs 
to be added farther, ro ſhew their Inſathcicncy 
to make Men Righteous. | | 
Bur although they are not ſufficient to This 
Purpoſe, yet oy are highly Expedient to Ano- 
ther; although they cannot of Themſelves make 


Men perfectly Righteous, yet, in Subordination 
to an Higher Law, they tre of great Uſe to re- 
D 2 ſtrain 
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— Miao from hei — ately Wicked; 


though th they are. no e for the -Righ teous as 


an Adequate Rule n yet as # Curb and 
. upon Sin, 

T hey. are made. for, the Lawler and Diſobe- 
dient, for Ungodly and fer WIL for Unholy 
and Pr fer. . 

Hap the Laws « of Gi 9 D hei e Influence 
over, t 1 2he of Men; were they heartily Be- 
-liey'd, and ſincerely Practis d, chere would be 
Little or r No Occaſion for the Laws of Men ; But 
Lince chere are Lawleſs and Diſobedjent, who 
refu efuſe to be ot overn'd Py. the Diyine Laws, Un- 
godly and FProſane, who peremptorily "reject 
their Authority, it it is convenient there ſhould 
be ſome Curb to Hefen the ee of 


IThieſe a 8 | | 
5 Eyils of Ae other World, how great ſo- 

. ah Uclemſeh er, yet. becauſe plac d. at à Di- 
ſtance, wake not-alyays the ſamè ſiyely Impreſ- 
ſions gu che Hearts of Men, as. eite Pun 
ments Þfonght nor Home: 7 In order mew 
fore to deter Men f rom Vice, it 5 of Uſe, that 
thoſe who do not look far enough to be affected 
with Dangers. that,” are more erhote, ſhould 
haye their Fears W ought. upon by "ch Penal- 
1052 8 being at Hand act more ſtrongly, than 

reater Tormengs j in. W Some are ſo 


Be ud in Senſuality, that they can form to 
themſelves no Notions of any Good or Evil, 


but. what affects their Senſes: They never look 
Back 70 $ or Forwards, ſo as to feel any Re- 
morſe for Lf is " Or to foreſee any Ill Con- 
ſequences that Ke to Come. St. P Paul d deſcribes 


W n as having Foc Underſtandings 4220 
: (| 


| (210 | | 
ned, being alienated from the Life of Go p, tho 
k any What that 5g them, becauſe of the Hard | 
Nor 45 their Hearts ; Why being paſt feeling, give 
tbemſel ves ver unto Laſciviouſneſe, working all 
. Uucleanneſs with:Greedine(s,. All Addreſſes made 
to the Reaſon; of ſuch Men will be in Vain, be- 
..cauſe their Ungderſtandings are darkned ; All Diſ- 
. courſe to them upon the Principles of Religion, 
will be Foreign and Infignificant, becauſe they, 
are Alienated from the Life of Go p: All Attempts 
on their Affections will fail, becauſe their Hearts 
being hardned, are incapable of any Impreſſions: 
Nor will any Appeals to their Conſcienees be 
heard, becauſe « 4 are paſt feeling. The on 
Way which is left to come at the Souls of ſuc 
Men, is by a Strong Application to their Senſes; 
theſe are ſtill Awake and Vigorous, and upon 
bſbeſe, by wholſome Puniſhments, We may ſtill 
1 hope to make ſome good Impreſſion. 

_ +, Tyxosz,, who pretend that the Diſtinctions of 
Virtue add Vice are Arbitrary, and founded not 
iin the Nature of the Thing, but in the Opinions 

of Men, are yet Agreed, that the Differences be- 
twixt Pleaſure and Pain are not Imaginary, but 
Real: If Honeſt, and Diſhoneſt are only Diffe- 
rent Sounds, yet they will eaſily allow, that'Cor- 
poral Eaſe, and Corporal Puniſhment, are Diffe- 
rent Things: They Ought therefore to be con- 
vinc d by their Own Principles; to learn the 
Difference of Right and Wrong, Duty and Sin, 
from the different Effects which they produce; 
And ſince they are not able to diſtinguiſh Virtue 
and Vice by their ſeveral Roots, which lie too 
rp for them to look into, they ſhould be tau ght 
do diſtinguiſh them by the Fruits they bear, the 
| N ; Bodily 


ee eee 
"Bodily Pleaſure or Pain which Humane Laws 
annex to them; by the feeling of which, they 


5 may literally have their Very Senſer exercib d 0 


" aifeeyn both Good and Evil. The Pſalmiſt hath 
Intimated to Us, that it is poſſible for Men to be 
as the Horſe and the Mule, which have no Un- 
def ſtanding; and He hath directed Us to in 
Expedient how Even theſe may be manag d: 
F T heir Mouth muſt be held in with Bit and B 
dle; they muſt be under the Reſtraint of ſevere 
. 4 leſt they come Near unto T hee to aſſault 
Thee. 1. Aer 
I.rr is well for Thoſe, who deny the Exiſtence 
of a Gov, and the Immortality of their Own 
Souls, that they are not quite ſo deſpicable Crea- 
tures in che Judgment of Other Men as they 
are in their Own; for if Others had the ſame 
degrading Notions of them, as they have of 
Themſelves, 1 can ſee no reaſon why a miſchie- 
vous Atheiſt, who diſturbs the Peace, and diſ- 
quiets the Lives, and thirſts after the Blood of 
Men, ſhould find better Quarter than any Other 
Beaſts of Prey: If the Reverence paid to Our 
Common Humanity ſecures ſuch an One from 
Private Vengeance; ſo that tho” His Hand be 
againſt every Man, every Man's Hand is not 
lifted up againſt Him Yet certainly it concerns 
Magiſtrates, who are the Miniſters of Go p, 
Avengers to execute) Wrath upon Evil-doert, not 
to ben the Sword in Vain. 1 
Me x of 'theſe' looſe Ai no are apt o 
plead much for the'Sufficiency of Humane Laws: 
They think Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, 
well enough diſtinguiſh'd by theſe, without any 
Recourſe to a Superior Law-giver : The Terrors 


| of 


ö Wm 
of Another World may be of Uſe, they tell Us, 
to fright the Credulous and r . 
Wife and Knowing Men, Such as they are, 
want not to be kept in Awe, by the Propoſal o 
any Foreign Dangers: It is reafonable,, thece- 
fore, that an Experiment. of this pretended Per- | 
fection of Humane Laws be firſt made upon A- 
theiſts themſelves; that thoſe who acknowledge 

no Other Laws, ſhould feel the urmoſt Weight 

of Theſe; that We may be able to judge of 
their Force and Influence, by th: good Effects 
they have on the Lives and Practices of ſuch 
Men. A Steady and Impartial Execution of 
Good and Wholtome Laws, is the beſt and moſt 
convincing Anſwer to thole Objections, which 
Profane and Ungodly Men, with great Confi- 
rs and little Reaſon, pretend to raiſe againſt 

' ce Adminiſtrations of Providence: Becauſe Sens Eccl, viii 
tence againſt an Evil Work is not executed ſpeedi- 1. 

„therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men is fully 
5 in them to do Evil. Now this is a very per- 
verſe Abuſe of the Mercies of Gov, and wor- 
thy of Atheiſts, to make that Indulgence, which 
is deſign d to reclaim them, and which would 
have this Effect upon Ingenuous Minds, an 
Argument for their Obſtinate Impenitence: 

There can be no greater Inſtance of Diſingenui- 

y and Folly, than thus to deſpiſe the Riches of | 
Divine Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Lang- ' 
ſuiering, not, conſidering that the Googneſs of \ 
Go p. ſbauld lead them to Repentance. But This, 
which is the Worſt Argument in the World for 
going on to do Evil, becomes No Argumen at | 
955 when, by the Vigilance of Magiſtrates, 
ſentence is executed ſpecd:ly againſt EPO) 72 
N ork ; 
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| Work; when Puniſhment followeth cloſely up- 
on Sin, and its Wages are Immediately paid, as 
ſoon as the Work is done. 
Ir is a common Objection againſt the World's 
being govern'd by a Wiſe and Juſt Ruler, That 
Eccl. ix. No Mor knoweth either Love or Hatred,” by all 
that is before them; that all Things come alike to 
| all, there is One Event to the Righteous, and to 
the Wicked; to the Clean, and to the Unclean ; 
to him that Sacrificeth, and to him that Sacrificeth 
1 | not; that as is the Good, ſo is the Sinner ; and 
| He that ſweareth, as He that feareth an Oath. 
Now, though many Solid and Satisfactory An- 
ſwers may be given to this Objection, yet the 
beſt Reply that can be made to thoſe who ſtart 
it, is That which good Magiſtrates do give, by 
ſo diſpenſing Rewards and Puniſhments, as that 
all T hings may Not come alike to all, but that 
the Clean may be diſtinguiſh'd from the Unclean ; | 
the Religious from the Irreligious, the Good 
from the Sinner; the Perjur'd Perſon from him | 
that regardeth an Oath ; and ſo Every One may 
know” Love and Hatred, even by what is before 
them ; what, according to the Merits or Deme- 
rits of their Actions, Each Man ſees and feels. 
Nox can Atheiſtical Perſons have any juſt Pre- 
tenſions to Favour, any Pleas to Immunity from 
the Rigour of the Law: For, whatever Others may 
pretend for their Non-compliance-with the Com- 
mands of Men, becauſe repugnant to ſome 2 
ther Principles, of which they are fully perfya- 
ded; yet certainly an Atheiſt hath no Tenderneſs 


of Conſcience, on which He can found a Claim 
to the Benefit of Toleraticn. How Narrow ſo- 
ever We make the Bounds of Civil Power, tho 
 #IY <% 2 . We 
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Me conſine it wholly tothe Care of our World 
Inrereſts, and exclude the Masiftrate fröm f 
Concernment for the H6noiir of G0 b, and the 
Salvation of Mens Souls; yet ſüäll the Süppreffittg 
of trreligious Principles Will fall Wirk His Pro- 
vince, becuuſe thiey ſlacken the Bonds of G6. 
deer — the Foundations bf So- 
i ,' and are deſtructive, not only of Mens Sal- 
mak but alſo of their Civil lnterelte. 3 

Bur were there no Proſpect of any Good to 
be wrought on Wicked and Ungodly Men 
Themſelves by the Diſcipline of Laws, Jet Pi 
niſhment is not Uſeleſs, if it Terves' to keex 
chers within the Lines of Duty; Were 4 ug 
ed Member is iticurable, Exciſion may be neceſ- 
ſary to prevent the Infection from ſpreadin * 
ther; for thoſe Mercies are cruel Which | 
the Guilty, till none be left Inti6cenit. St = 
Criminals have made Amends for the Scandal 
of their Lives, by the Uſeful Example of rheir 
lafamous Deaths; 5 4 Suffering Malefa&or wants 
no Uſe of Words to Inform the Underftatid- 
ing, or to move tlie Paſſions of the tholk tin- 
thinkin g Spectator. 

Ku as Humane Laws ate of this eckiſkgt 
Uſe to prevent the Spreading of Vice, where 
ow are — Hopes of a Cure; ſo in Caſes, leſs 

te. may prove proper Remedies to 
www its Poilon, wy proper its Malignity. 
Temporal puniſhments are à ſenſible Argitment 
of the Evil of Sin; and though ho One al reap 
or Rewards of Piety, who abſtains from Sin 
ely for fear of Theſe; yet they often give the 

Mt han conſider the Nature and Danger 
of ir, and ſo lead the * to Reformation by. a 
ter 


Better Principles. He who obſerves, that the 
Cuſtoms and Laws of Men agree to crown Some 


Actions with Honour and Rewards, and to an- 


*nex to Others Shame and Puniſhment, may be 
inclin d to purſue this Thought farther, and to 
enquire, ade there be any Ground in the 
Nature of Things for ſuch Diſcrimination ; whe- 
ther theſe are only Arbitrary Diſtinctions, or 
Neceſſary Deductions from allow'd Principles; 
whether the Actions thus Rewarded and Puniſh- 
ed are Good and Evil, becauſe Commanded or 
Forbidden by Men; or whether they are not 
Enjoin d and Prohibited by Humane Laws, be- 
cauſe preſuppos d Good and Evil: Whether, if 
the Scene was chang' d, and thoſe Actions made 
Penal, which are now Rewarded; and on the 
Other Side, thoſe which are now Puniſh'd made 
Rewardable, this would not be to croſs upon the 
Nature of Things, and to introduce Dilorder 
and Confuſion. He who hath Occafion given 
Him by the Puniſhments allotted to Crimes by 
Humane Laws, thus deliberately to examine the 
Original of Good and Evil, will perhaps trace 
it at laſt to the Fountain-Head, and find tliat tlie 
firſt Link of this Chain is fix'd to the Throne of 
GoDp. . ant. | 1 {Wh 03 9413 
Ton it is, that; Temporal Punifhments, 
whilſt confider'd barely as Such, can never make 
a Man Sincerely Penitent ; ſince to do Evil, and 
to be griev'd becauſe We Suffer for it, are 
quite different Things from that godly Sorrow 
which bringeth forth Repentance: But, when theſe 
Puniſhments come to be more Narrowly look d 
into; when the Sinner hath Leiſure to Reflect, 
and is by Suffering put into a fit 8 for 
8 f | b, Con- 


N 
Conſideration, He may be able, in the Puniſh? 
ments inflicted on Him by Men, to diſcern the 
Hand of Gop: Then His Calamities will ap- 
pear to Him in Another View, as the terrible 
Effects of Gopꝰ's Diſpleaſure, evident Signs of 
a Judgment to come, and a {ure Earneſt of thoſe 
| Wages, which Sinners ſhall receive in the Day 
of Retribution. Such Reaſonings as theſe have 
frequently taken up the Laſt Thoughts, and 
melted the Hearts of Dying Criminals; and Cha- 
rity prompts Us to think, that there are ſeveral 
Souls now in Paradiſe, who had never ſhar'd 
in the Merits of CHRIST's Death, had not 
Faith in His Blood, and Repentance from evil 
Works, been- firſt wrought in them, upon Oc- 
caſion of their Own Sufferings. Since; there- 
fore, Humane Laws lay a: Reſtraint on thoſe 
Men, who acknowledge no Other: Since the 
Pains threatned to Sin by theſe Laws are often- 
times a Counter-Balance to the Pleaſures which 
" allure to it: Since Preſent and Senſible Evils 
work more ſtrongly on the Generality of Men, 
than do Future and Spiritual: Since the Diſci- 
pline of Laws doth prevent the Growth of 
Vice, and hinder it from becoming Epidemi- 
cal: Since Temporal Puniſhments do fright 
Some from Offending, and are ſubſervient to 
che Working of Repentance in Others; though 
Humane Laws are not, for the Reaſons which 
have been alledged, ſufficient of themſelves to 
make Men Righteous, yet, under the Conduct 
of Religion, they may be expedient to hinder 
Men from being Profligately wicke. 

FROM what hath been ſaid, both of the De- 
fects, and of the Expediency of Humane Laws, 
19 E 2 we 
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we may be able to form a due Norion of them ; 
' {9.25 neither, with the Hobbiſt, to think them the 
Sovereign Rule of Right and Wrong; nor with 
lome wild Sectaries, to look upon them as 
Uſurpations upon the Kingdom of CRRIST. 
Their Imperfection ſhews Us how abſolutely 
neceſſary Religion is for the Support of Govern- 
ment; and the Uſefulneſs of them plainly de- 
monſtrates, how great a Bleſſing Good Gover n- 
mend is. It is neceſſary, that the Laws of Go p 
and Men ſhould mutually ſupport each other; 
that, Religion ſhould make up the natural and 
unavoidable'Defects of all Humane Laws, and 
that Humane Laws ſhould Enforce and Second 
the Precepts of Religion. No Attempts can be 
made; upon Either of theſe, but: muſt. tend to 
the, Ruine of Both: All Doctrines that favour 
Irreligian; ſap the Foundations of Government: 
And all chat aim at the Overthrow of Govern- 
ment, take away one main Support of Virtue 
He xc E may We be able to judge how much 

Morality is indebted to the Socznians, who pre- 
tend to be great Promoters of it, and yet rob it 
of, all Aſſiſtance from the Civil Magiſtrate. 
They tell Us, that Courts of Judicarure, in, 
which wicked Men are condemn d to Corporal. 
Nuniſhments, have no Place under the Goſpel: 
That He who paſſes Sentence of Death on a Mar. 
rt — 1 | =_ —— 
ly can ih equally, and therefore that 
CHRt5T/is the Only Judge: That Go d hath, 
promis d Forgiveneſs to all who at Any time 
repent ; and that therefore None. ought to be 
cut off hy Capital Puniſhments, ** theſe: 
r 5 a Often 


* 
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weng IG 
orten the Time allotted by Go p to worlt ous 
Repentance: That all Chriſtians are hound t 
forgive each other, and that-therefowwna-Mapis 


ſtrate can, without ſorfeiting his. Tixle to. Cr Ii. 


ſtianity, puniſh any One: That to fay; a Magi- 
ſtrate, as Such, may Condemn what He is 
bound to Forgive as a Chriſtian, is as abſurd, as 
it would be to affirm, that a Man of Honour 
who is provok'd, Ought to forgive the Injury as 
a Chriſtian, but may require the Satisfaction of 
a Gentleman. Why theſe Doctrines are not 
now-a-days ſpread in our Own Language with 
the ſame Induſtry, as ſome other peculiar Opi- 
nions of theſe great Reaſoners are: Why thoſe; 
who Daringly and Openly ſpread” thoſe Do- 
ctrines, which are injurious to the Honour of 
their · Lord and Saviour, are more cautious in 
Venting theſe Tenets, which derogate from cli 
Authority of Magiſtrates, it is not difficult to 
gueſs; and how far Such Principles may entitie 
the Maintainers of them to the Favour and Coun- 
tenance of thoſe, who are concern'd to Vindi- 
cate the. Honour of Magiſtracy, will deſewe 
Their Conſideration. In the mean time, We 
cannot but think it poſſible, that thoſe Men ſhould 
miſtake the Senſe of ſome very plain Texts of 
Scripture, who deny all coercive Power to Magi- 
ſtrates, when St. Peter aſſures Us, that they- 
are ſent. by Go p for the Puniſhment of vil. 
doers.; and St. Paul, That they are the Miniſteys- 
oo D, and Revengert to execute Muth upon 
tbem that do Eil. 80 

Now, if Magiſtrates are the Miniſters of 
God, it is Our Duty to reverence, them as 
Such, and it is Their Duey to act * 4 
\ | cight 
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| "  "Heiglit of that Character. Their Obligation to 


Govern well, needs not be repreſented in more 
Words, and cannot be urg'd in more forcible 


> Chron. Terms, than thoſe of Fehoſhaphat to his 1 115 : 
. 6. Take beed what Ye do, for Ye Judge not for Man, 


but for the Loxv, who is with You in the Fudg- 
ment. Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lox 
be upon You, take heed and do it, for there is no 
Iniquity in the Lo RD Our GOD: There is no 
Iniquity with the LORD God, and therefore 
there Ought to be none with thoſe, who repre- 
ſent Him, and of Whom He hath ſaid, that 
they are Gops. And on the Other Side, the 
Obligation of Subjects cannot be built upon any 
Principles ſo binding, as thoſe upon which it 1s 
laid by the Apoſtle, W hoſoe ver reſiſteth the Pow- 
er, reſiſteth the Ordinance of Gov; and they that 
reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 

LE Us therefore be careful to pay all that 
Reverence to Humane Laws, which is due to 
them; and let Us at the ſame time be Equally 
careful not to pay them ſuch Deference, as may 
any Ways derogate from the greater Regard We 
Ow to the Laws of Go p: Let Us look upon 
Humane Laws as One Part of that Rule, to 
which We Ought to conform Our Actions; but 
let Us not eſteem them the Adequate Rule and 
Perfect Meaſure of Righteouſneſs: Let Us ſub- 
mit to Every Ordinance of Man for the LoRx D's 
Sake, and to Every Ordinance of Gop for its 
Own Sake: Let Us conſider what a deplorable 
Condition Mankind would be in without Laws, 
without Magiſtrates, without Government; but 
let Us at the ſame time conſider, liow much 
more deplorable their Condition would be, if 

4 H | | they 


they were to live Kane's the Goſp fel bin 13, 7.3 


Religion, without G o p, in the World: Let Us 
not ſo Miſinterpret any Places: of Scri ture, as 
to thruſt the Civil Magiſtrate out of His Lawful 
Rights; bur on the Other Side, let Us be cau= © 
tious how We aſcribe any ſuch Perfections 9 

Humane Laws, as tend to the dethroning Goo: 


Let Us not allow Ourſelves in any Wilful Tranſ- 


greſſion of Their Laws, who are ae the 
Miniſters of Go p to execute Wrath upon them 
that do Evil; but let Us remember that We are 
accountable for all Our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, to an Higher Judge ; Let Us reverence 
the Authority of God delegated to Men; but 
let Us much more Adore it in Go p the Vowun- 
tain: Let Us revereR 
rather dread Omnipatence's 
who have P _ Fat ; but let Us 
e ts 55 lo ds both 
8 Us — — to do 
th M3 Fbecauſe He 


* mM; et Us much 
more be afraid, to do fo lg f s to Gop; for 
the Lo RD Our Go 5 Mon 22 Fire, even a 

jealous Go p. 


Wæ ſhall in All Points of Our Duty behave 
Ourſelves as Good Subjects, and as Good Chri- 


ſtians; We ſhall pay that Reverence We Ow to 


the Laws of Men, and to the Goſpel of Cazisr ; 
if We take care, in the Firſt place, to approve 
Ourſelves to Go p, and Then to provide Things 
honeſt in the Sight of Men: If We aim at that 
Perfect Righteouſneſs for which the Law is not 
made, as well as Avoid thoſe Exorbitant Crimes 
for which the Law is made: If in ſhort, We, out 


of 


df Opnſcience to Gon, comply with che Righ- 
tedus Law of Men, but in the mean Time make 
that Law alone the Rule of Our Lives, which J 
will be the Rule by which We ſhall be judg'd at q 
the General Aſſe; . when the LoR D :Jesvus 
3 reveald Pow 3 th Hes mighty 
als in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them 
that tnamꝶ not Gun | Sud that 4. not the Goſpel = 
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